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A step-by-step approach provides practical, easy-to-follow instruction for mastering the AutoLISP

programming language. Content ranges from basic to advanced programming techniques and

includes all AutoLISP functions through Release 14. Complete instructions describe how to create

useful and productive routines and programs.
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This review of AutoLISP Programming: Principles and Techniques by Rawls & Hagen, 1996 ed. is

being submitted by Ben Waggoner, an AutoCAD & AutoLISP instructor at Pinellas Technical

Education Center, Clearwater, Florida. I decided to use this textbook in my classes for its

straightforward reduction of the AutoLISP language to understandable English. Given this book, a

computer lab to work in, and minimal instructor guidance, students who have never programmed in

any language before can quickly begin to write simple programs to enhance their productivity with

AutoCAD. Simple exercises both introduce the beginner to AutoLISP and at the same time start

him/her thinking about "how this might be expanded just a little" to become extremely useful in a

work situation. The text covers some fundamentals of programming that can be carried over into

any language one might tackle later (such as good documentation and error-trapping), and these

practices are demonstrated in the sample programs. The lessons (chapters) are organized logically

in bite-size portions, and have "professional tips" that students can keep in mind as they advance

through the exercises. In addition, the book has several appendices of important information for



AutoLISP programmers. Tables of DXF codes and a quick-reference for functions are vital for

programmers (one can't possibly remember *everything*) but are left out of many books claiming to

be AutoLISP references. However, Rawls & Hagen did include them, so I feel that my students are

not just buying a textbook for class, but a reference they can continue to use as they cultivate their

programming abilities. With that said, I do have a complaint about this book.
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